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Over and above its functions in connection
with the native States, the Government of India
is in political relations with Turkish Arabia
at storied Baghdad, where a British Resident
is maintained, with the barren rocks of Aden
and the neighbouring" Arab hinterland, with the
grape-bearing furnace of Muscat, with the dreary
islands of Perim and Socotra, with the Persian
Gulf, that quiet inland sea which may some day
perhaps become one of the storm centres of the
world, with parts of the kingdom of Persia, with
Afghanistan, with Slam, and with the empire of
China, and its tributary province of Tibet. There
are also the chiefs who dwell upon both shores of
the Persian Gulf, who are more under the control
of the British Resident at Bushire and the British
Indian Steam Navigation Company than under that
of the King of Kings at Teheran, or of the Caliph
at Constantinople.

It is the British alone who put clown slavery
in the Persian Gulf, and notwithstanding the, in
this respect only, unsatisfactory Anglo - Russian
Convention, it is they chiefly who carry on trade
and have a living interest In the shores of this
burning inland sea, whereon the traveller melts
away as he sits supine under an awning on the
deck, in a summer temperature which far exceeds
all Indian experience.

The Government of India has a very close interest